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Term 2
War Horse
by Michael Morpurgo

Year 8 English Knowledge Organiser a

B] Context ~ War Horse was written by Michael Morpurgo and was first published in 198:
TASKS:

ichael Morpurgo
Michael Morpurgo is an author, poet and
playwright who is predominantly known for his

Trench Warfare
‘The use of trench warfare significantly infiuenced
the high death toll. Both sides dug deep defersive
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commended, mast notably his depictions of World
War | conditions and the Cornish coastline.
Morpurgo served as the Children’s Laureate, from
2003-2005. Morpurgo revealed to The Guardian in
2014 that his freside conversations with World
War | veterans in Devon influenced War Horse.

World War |

World War |, also known as the ‘Great War‘ wasa
global war originating in Europe that took

from July 1914 to November 1918. It m\lnlved all of
the world's major powers, opposing the Alie:
(including Russia, France, UK, and USA) igimsl the
Alliance (Germany, Austro-Hungary, the Ottoman

un fire, mines,
and shells. Even if successful, casuialties were huge
~No Man's Land was littered with bodies. Life in
the trenches was awful, with disease and exposure
rife. Men would often spend weeks at a time on

the front line, where they would need to sleep, eat,

and defecate close to the trenches.

Horses in World War |
Horses were of huge military value in World War |
by 1917, Britain alone had over a million horses in
active service. They were utilised for a number of
purposes, including as cavalry, logistical support,
increasing morale, puling artillery, and aiding the
transportation uhhelmured They were so

Empire). Over 9 es and 7 million
civilians were killed in the war. Many more
returned injured. The winter of 1916-17 was so
cold that many lost fingers & toes to frostite -
trenches offered no protection.

told
O D e greater tactical
concern than the loss of a soldier. Hundreds of
thousands of horses were killd in the war, with
many more injured.

WEEK ONE: Design a crossword to test
Knowledge of the MAIN CHARACTERS,
Challenge: put the descriptions in your
own words.

WEEK TWO: Lok, cover, write, check
information about the author. Challenge
check all of your spellings are correct.
WEEK THREE: Choose two facts from
Trench Worfare and Horses in World War
I, then write a paragraph making
connections between the two ideas.
WEEK FOUR: Wite a paragraph about
Joey in your own words.

WEEK FIVE: Design a crossword to test
knowledge of the CONTEXT facts,
Challenge: put the definitions in your
own words.

WEEK SIX: Look, cover, wite, check all
the words highlighted in green.
Challenge: use these spellings in your
next piece of work.

WEEK SEVEN: Design a quiz or game
using the quotations from the key.
characters
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[A] Main Characters — Consider what Morpurgo intended through his

of each of the below...

Joey ~ Joey is the anthropomorphic narrator of War Horse.
Joey is a beautiful red bay with a white star on his head and
four equal- length white socks. He is purchased when still
Young by a farmer, and forms an incredibly close bond, with
the farmer's son, Albert. Joey is a quick learner, and is
courageous, resilient, and loyal. He never stops believing in a
reunion with Albert, and is overjoyed when it happens.

Albert Narracott — Albert is the gentle young son of a
farmer, who bonds extremely deeply with Joey. He s very
hard -working, and puts a great deal of hours into training

Joey. He is often seen to put the needs of Joey above his own,

When Joey is sold, he i stilltoo young to join the army, but is

determined to do 5o when he old enough, so that he can
bring Joey home safely. He returns to hs village a hero.

Quote: “His whistle imitated the stuttering of an owl- it was a call
never refused, and would never forget.”

Quote: “Ioey is my horse. He's my horse and he always will be, no
matter who buys him."”

Mother — Albert’s mother is a kind and quietly strong soul,
who forms the core of her family. She is restricted by the social
norms of the time, which restrict her from overriding her
husband. She is very loving, caring, and protective of Albert.

Father — Father is a bully of a man, who shows lttle
empathy, respect, or compassion towards anyone else. He is
very competitive, and this is what initially leads him towards

Quote: “Don't speak like that about your father, Albert. He's been
througha lot.”

buying Joey. He er selling Joey to the army.
Quote: “Forty pounds, you'll pay me, Captain Nicholls, like you
promised vesterday?”

Topthorn — Topthorn is a beautiful and grand black horse,
who rides alongside Joey in the army. His bravery s shown
his efforts at the front of the cavalry ~ he almost dies at one
point due toillness, but shows the resilience and the tenacity
to fight his way back. He becomes Joey's best friend in the
war, but tragically does not make it back home.

Captain Nicholls — Captain Nicholls purchases Joey from
Albert's father. He is the strong leader of a mounted
regiment, who loves and protects Joey ~ he makes sure that
he receives extra rations and the best treatment. Although he
is strong and courageous, he confides in Joey about the futilty
of war and his fear of battles to come. He dies a hero.

Quote: “Ifitis possible to be happy in the middle of a nightmare,
then Topthorn and | were happy that summer.”

Quote: He rode me..with  gente hand and i gipof the
knees..there was al warm word of
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Task 1:
Read through the following Year 8 . ‘Section 1: Key Words: Look, Cover, Wite, Check Section 6 Knowledge recall Creatc
information about Judaism and . : - Introduction Hlashards for each queston.
convert into a mind map in RellglOUS Educat|0n to Judaism
your KO book. cant hsiwhat Queston
‘Judaism - the basics Task3: Atonement - being one with God, i o middeof e courtan !
~ Began in the Middle East normally by repentance or sacrifice et separates boih sdes everdy.
around 3500 years ago Use the key words and Covenant - the promise made by God
| om0 years 200 %0 care for the Jewish peopie “The story begins as e i 2 Wnen doss a game of bocminton ri?
Y Moses ol ehes anopen conel hape.
Moses EXD Exodus - the mass f"g'" from Egypt, is shepherding his Eri=s Trad upofesthrs ntoa rounded
« Jews believe there is only = led by father-in-law Jethro's robber base 3. How s poinf scoredt?
One God (Monotheism) Hanukkah - an eight- day fesnval of light sheep in the land of et e .
* Jews believe that Israel is the Kosher- food seen as pure and acceptable Midian, he is witness to Rocket shuttiecock over 10 the ofner s of
land promised to them by p— by J to the Torah a burning bush on raner
God Task 4: Pesach — Hebrew for Passover, the festival Mount Horeb. When e o s g s s ‘Section 4: Overhead Clear Key Points: 4ot dectionwout he umpie aword e
+ Jews worship in synagogues that reminds Jews of how God rescued oses approaches the o s s b Look, Cover, Wiie, Check: ployer whols senvingfals o serve dogonally
s worship in synagog: g i G (B some Yoo P ot s ingr o
+ Their spiritual leaders are from slavery in Egypt 3 X PR

completed Task 3,

1
Rabbi - Jewish relgious teacher and )
. ?:Iele.;je\':/?::;iuly - choose between 3-5 of o remove his sandals in T 4 e e et B
! the Key Words and draw e A, the presence of the g o | oo . Hitshuflle ofthe highest point
Hebrew Bible, or Tenakh, e Rosh Hashanah ~ the Jewish New Year e soperoouer | S e por g [ aaccie ohst pobk
especially the first 5 books n image to help ¢ Shalom ~ Hebrew word for peace B s e il "
called the Torah e e Synagogue ~ Jewsh place of worship has a plan for him to R whatis he diference between the cout in
- Thiere are many different Vocation - a calling by God. A T £ i %W Wiy | srolesond ousies se peciicinyour onswer.
groups within Judaism. slavery in Egypt and femember the rles of Badminon. lfyou knowmore, addthemy| | « “+" ‘s 4t 4 o S E.
Orthodox Jews are very lead them to the o the most.

7.1 1he score s 15-12which side would e nex!

traditional, whilst Reform THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
- anaan. Moses is Section 5 Drop Shot Key Poins: Larve s from and why?
Jews have changed what they Task5: OIS, + Games start with a diagonal serve Lok, Cover, Write, Check
o to fit in with modern life. . o Read the following ity - Serve mustland across the service fn
u summary of God to do this at "'S‘r""“ O TN AN e e e Ay T e o) 8. What happens i the game s fied af 20-202
o he points 2
o E o e e o B e L
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should all follow the story. sent me to you.” -
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o . >
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Year 8 - Key Stage 3

skt tion
forma
Lear;\ ;h:e\c“w nof the Drama Task 4:
' Task 4:
o iedge orgarise” Horror — The Haunted Usé PEEL o
Year 8 Spanish [ — Mansion explain Task 3
— Mis phtenhbolnralaiat
oy e i I weat ot oy e | Moty g Exaggeration
[ KT T e ‘Exaggeration’ means making an
DI o e e i = action or gesture even bigger than PEEL
Vo [ wesr[romor [wewr £ E— itis ln real ffe e Point — Make a clear point of
- [P oo | g —  Horror Key Words Task®: o what you need to achieve
i = EET T Tension: Tension is the word to Where s e s Evidence — Where would the
)| N P P s describe the feeling that something in a perfor™ med\do still image fitin
H s et is about to happen. " & imege 0 & Explain — Why?
[ [ —— g T ey Atmosphere: The atmosphere is rama? Link — How is this effective?
B ] S the mood of feeling of a scene. For :
H e — example, tense, scary, light, happy

P e Th/nk,r% | The Rules of still Image
e S ' pouthory, A stilimage s 2 moment when alof | (x5
ey " | i . Mime yo,, cmi?k ofa | the action on stage freezes- like a = e
P - T —— N add e u;e to | photograph. There are 3 rules when 599\\\‘&
MOSPherp gho h | performing a still image. These are: vel®
R e, \Movemen; 1 1) Bessilent 1) Herror
i 2 o——— Mime 1 2.) Be still 2.) Tension
S J ] ER— Mime is a style of theatre ! 3) Use your body language 3.) Atmosphere
| | Paensnd ol Mime performances are 13 ey Exagguration
F | orouen e usually performed silently to 1 creatively ime

)
4)
e ——— 5.)
AN TOU CANT WAIT ANY LOSGIR the audience. The actors must 6.) Slow motion
7))
8)
9

use exaggeration and slow Audience
motion to help the them Scene
communicate the story clearly ) Performances
o the audience. 10.) Communicate

Task 1 Create Flash Cards- with your own definitions

Task 2 Create a series of drawings ‘The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child s a human rights treaty which sets
to show space (where objects are out the rights of all children under 18. Share the link to where young people can learn more
about this treaty on the i /i

positioned in a composition)final

| childrights.
JlLey
SIS i s
o, Tis ncludes  right 0 prvay o
and
ny. o
A Y 711 -
.unicet.org s les/UNICEF._Ghidrens, Online. Privacy_and.reedom_ of_Expression(1d
Task 3 Using the colour It the
primary, tertiary Task 3 create a poster, video or digital graphic that shows what
olours ‘online privacy’ means to You. This should help explain the
s e privacy 10 rights they think all young people should have when
gy they're using social networking apps.
e
] Task 2
—— imagine that someone their age was
i experiencing some of the negative parts of
[ Task 1 social media. You should write down the
e R cover e the ke P—— For each quote, write down if you think that advice they would give that young person.
facts for media Task 5 Create an image to describe young person’s experience has been positive
eremaresn the Deslgn Process or negative, and the reasons for their
8 Term 2Tea Party decision.




