When war broke out, it had been just over ten years since the
invention of the aeroplane in 1903. So, perhaps it is surprising

to discover that aeroplanes played a part in the First World War.
However, aeroplanes had developed rapidly since their invention
and a military role had been found for them by 1914. What role did
they play? How did aviation technology develop during the war?

The first aeroplanes in warfare

When the fighting began, aeroplanes were very slow, clumsy and
unreliable. They were mainly used for reconnaissance [keeping an
eye on what the enemy was doing and spotting artillery). In August
1914, for example, two British pilots spotted thousands of German
soldiers preparing to surround British troops on the Western Front.
The British Army leaders ordered their soldiers to withdraw from the
area — a move that might have saved the lives of 100,000 British
troops. In September, during the First Battle of the Marne, aeroplanes
spotted a gap in the German lines. French and British troops attacked
the gap and were able to split the German Army and drive it back.

Fighter planes

Enemy pilots would fight each other in the air. At first, they fired
pistols and even threw bricks at each other, but this wasn't very
effective. Machine guns fitted to the front of aeroplanes would often
shoot away the propellers so a special mechanism was developed
that allowed machine guns to be fired between the blades of the
propeller. Pilots would take part in ‘dogfights’ in the skies above the
trenches. Every time a pilot shot down another plane, he claimed a
‘kill"and those with the most kills were known as ‘aces’. Aces kept
track of their kills and were great heroes with the public at home.
News of their dogfights was recorded in newspapers and used to
boost morale at home and among the troops.

P Examine t ole P'agedb
aircraftin the war :
P Outline how aviation tech

developed.

——

nOIOgg

v B 4 recruitment poster

asking for volunteers to join the Roya
the image shows a ‘dogfight’ betwee
and British fighter planes

from 1915
’AH’ FﬂfCe;
N Germgp

AGE 18 to 50

) RATES OF PAY from 1/6 to 12/ Per Day
Hym}olnﬂum)‘fll.mm b
hnd;zd meoerw

A 4l SOURCE B Adapted from the diary of Manfred von thhthofen the ‘Red Baron’, a German First World War ﬂghter pn'at 1917

——y

When we passed above Arras I saw planes a.pproa.ching from the other side. We caught them up. I
attacked the man to the rear. His comrades deserted him. My opponent did not make matters easy
for me. He was a good shot but he discovered that I was not an easy target. So he plunged and
disappeared in a cloud. He had nearly saved himself. I dived after him and at last T hit him. I noticed
a ribbon of white benzene vapour. He had to land for his -engine had stopped. He was a stubborn
fellow. I dropped to 900 feet. However he fought until he landed. I flew over him at 30 feet in order
to see whether I had killed him or not. What did the raseal do? He took his machine-gun and e
holes intomvmachmmemards myme:;dtoldmahewqmdhave shot the a.irma.nonthﬂ
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@ The war in the wider v g

When war broke out in August 1914, Austria-Hungary attacked

Serbia, the Germans launched the Schlieffen Plan in the west,
? ; - - P Recall 5
‘ and the Russians attacked in the east. But the First World War . 510NS of the
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was not just confined to Europe. Many of the countries involved = mk P€ where
| . lgnting t .
; ruled colonies beyond Europe. The war quickly spread around the & g
: world as fighting took place in some of these colonies, and many P> Justify why the waris Commop,
| soldiers from these places fought in Europe. called a‘world war

I Bulgaria joined in the war on the side of Germany and Austria-Hungary in October 1915, after promises of lang after the yq
= I
i Soon, Serbia was under attack from these three countries. Britain, France, Italy and Russia sent troops to help Serbia The
| landed in Salonika in Greece but were immediately halted by Bulgarian troops, with German support. Another front developeg
-4 — the Salonika Front — and a stalemate soon developed like that on the Western Front
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Italy stayed out of the war

to begin with, but joined on
the side of Britain, France
and Russia in 1915. They
hoped they would gain land
from Austria-Hungary and

a share of German colonies
at the end of the war. The
Italians attempted to attack
Austria-Hungary through the
difficult Julian Alps mountain
range around the Isonzo river.
Eleven fierce and bloody
battles were fought between
1915 and 1917 but the Italians !
never advanced more than
10 miles. In November 1917,
the Germans scored a major
victory over the ltalians at
the Battle of Caporetto. The
Italians were pushed back
and nearly knocked out of the
war, but help from Britain and
France prevented this from
happening.

The German colony of German-controlled Cameroon was attacked South Africans, fighting for
Togoland was captured by the in August 1914 and German forces put the British Empire, com.:|uer€d
British and French forces in up strong resistance. The colony was German South West Africa
the first month of the war. eventually captured in February 1916. (now Namibia).

Chapter6  The widerwar -
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md Indian troops fought the Turks in Mesopotamia
Turkey). After a Turkish victory at the Siege of Kut (December 1915 to April 1916), a new
by ANZAC troops and began to drive the Turks back out of Mesopotamia and towards Tu
opposition from Arabs in the region, who wanted independence from Turkish control. Hejp
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pushed the Turkish Army further back and defeated the Turks at the battles of Beersheba and Megid
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Q Russia leaves the war

In November 1817, a new government in Russia announced
that they would make peace with Russia’s enemies. In early
December, a peace conference began between Russia,
Germany and Austria-Hungary and, on 15 December, the
fighting stopped on the Eastern Front. Why was there a new
government in Russia? How did Russia’s withdrawal from the

war affect Germany’s strategy?

The early stages of the war

To begin with, the Russians won some important

battles against both Germany and Austria-Hungary.

But a shortage of decent military equipment and poor
leadership meant they suffered two major defeats in the
battles of Tannenberg and the Masurian Lakes

(see pages 44 and 45).

The effects of war on Russia

Russia’s Tsar made things worse by going to the front to
lead the Army — he was a poor leader, and was personally
blamed for the Army’s defeats. With the Tsar away from
Petrograd (the Russian capital’'s name was changed from
St Petersburg during the war), the government was now
in the hands of his German wife (the Tsarina) and her
divisive and unpopular adviser, a monk called Rasputin.

Ordinary Russians were soon suffering. Over 15 million
men had joined the Army and left fields, mines and
factories without workers. This led to shortages of food and
fuel. Russia’s railway system also couldn’t cope with the
extra demands of war, and fuel could not get to the cities,
leading to power failures. Neither the Tsar, his wife, her
adviser, or the government seemed to have any solutions
to these problems. By 1916, over a million Russians had
been killed in the fighting, and both soldiers and civilians
had completely lost their enthusiasm for the war.

Revolution

By the beginning of 1917, discontent had turned to open
opposition. Riots and strikes broke out all over Russia.
When the Tsarina ordered soldiers to fire at the rioters,
they refused and joined the protests. Soldiers on the
front-lines were also refusing to follow orders, and many
deserted. In the capital city, workers and soldiers set up
their own council — the Petrograd Soviet — to coordinate
what was now a revolution. In March, the Tsar returned
from the front and saw the chaos in Petrograd, but it was
too late for him to do anything about it.

P Examine why Russia Withdrey
from the war.

p Explore the effect of Russia’g
withdrawal on Germany's Strategy

No soldiers were loyal to him and he abdicated on 1§
March. Immediately, the Tsar and his family were Seizeq
and imprisoned.

v LAY Adapted from the diary entry of an English
nurse, Florence Farmborough, who worked at the Russian
Front during the war; she describes events taking place
during the revolution in Russia
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R3 Jan 1917: Sabotage — railroads destroyed,
workshops looted. Mobs shouting, ‘Peace and
bread’. They are aware that the war is at
the root of their hardships. The Tsar wisheg
to please everybody and pleases no one. We
are amazed at newspapers criticising the
government. A few months ago the writers

- would have been arrested. Things cannot

continue as they are.

A new leadership

A provisional (or temporary) government replaced the Tsar,
The new leaders promised to hold elections and divide the
land among the peasants. But they did not promise to end
the war. In fact, they ordered a new attack on Germanyin
July 1917, which ended in a heavy defeat for the Russians.
After this, whole sections of the Russian Army deserted.

Another revolution 1
Meanwhile, the Germans were quietly smuggling a man _
named Viadimir Lenin back into Russia. He had been exiled

by the Tsar for many years because of his revolutionary
ideas. The Germans thought that getting him back into

Russia might destabilise the weak provisional governr
and start another revolution. They were right.

In November 1917 Lenin and his supporters '
Bolsheviks] staged a second revolution, overt
provisional govern , and se
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@ The USA enters the war

Russia’s exit from the war was a major blow to Britain and activil
France. It meant that German troops would no longer be needed Objec

to fight the Russians, so they could be sent to strengthen the
German Army on the Western Front. However, the loss of Russia
was balanced when the USA entered the war on the side of
Britain and France. What were the reasons for America’s entry
into the war? Why had America avoided the conflict up to this
point? What was the impact of America’s entry?

American neutrality

When war broke out in 1914, the USA refused to take
sides or support any particular alliance. This is known
as neutrality. The British felt that the Americans
should join in on their side; after all, they spoke the
same language and had strong cultural, religious

and historical links. However, the Americans had
never been involved as an ally in a major European
war before, and felt that this was a distant European
conflict. Also, many Americans were of German
descent and approved of the policy of neutrality.

The business of war

American neutrality did not mean that the USA
remained totally unconnected to the war. American
companies sold food, weapons and other goods

to Britain and its allies. This created many jobs in
America and made lots of business people very rich.
American banks also lent money to Britain and its
allies (around two billion dollars], which was used to
buy weapons and food, mainly from the USA. So, in the
first three years of the war, the USA was financially
involved in the war.

Submarine attacks

Ships transporting American weapons, foods and
other goods to Europe were a target for German
submarines (U-boats). In America, anti-German
feeling grew as increasing numbers of ships were
sunk by German U-boats. In May 1915, the Germans
sank the passenger liner Lusitania, sailing from New
York to Liverpool, killing over a 1000 passengers,
including 128 Americans. There was a huge outcry
over the sinking, and tension between the US and
German governments increased. Many Americans

B

p Outline the reasons for the
USA’s entry into the war.

P Assess the impact of the USA’s
entry into the war.
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demanded that the USA declare war on Germany, byt
President Woodrow Wilson refused to get drawn intg
the war. In fact, the Germans decided to cut back thejr ‘.
U-boat attacks for a while after this. |

The end of neutrality ‘

By 1917, the Germans were in a desperate situation
and felt that one of their best chances of victory was
to starve Britain and France into surrender. To do this,
they needed to attack ships of any country that were
sailing in British waters. Within a few months, German
U-boats had sunk eight American ships, and the
demands in America to declare war on Germany grew
louder once again.

Then, in March 1917, the Americans discovered that the
Germans were trying to forge a secret alliance with
Mexico. The plan was that Germany would provide money
and weapons to the Mexicans, so they could attack the
USA. Mexico would then claim the US states of Texas, New
Mexico and Arizona. This was the final straw and America
declared war in April 1917.

Vv B3 Adapted from President Woodrow Wilson's

declaration of war, 2 April 1917
M

Germany has committed repeated acts of war
against the people of the USA; therefore, We
declare that a state of war exists between
the United States and the Germany. This W&t
has been thrust upon the United States: The
President is authorised and directed t0 US® the
entire naval and military forces of the Umwdt'd':
States and the resources of the Governmen® y
- carry on war against Germany
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Impact of the entry of the USA

The entry of America was a great boost for Britain and
France. They were one of the richest countries in the
world with huge supplies of coal, oil, iron, cotton and
wheat. And even though it would take a few months for
the American soldiers to arrive, the news came at a time
when Russia's commitment to the war was in doubt.
There had been a revolution, the Tsar had abdicated, and
Russian soldiers were deserting. The arrival of US troops
would help to balance the loss of the Russians.

Forthe Germans, Russia's withdrawal from the war
Would be good news, but America’s entry was a
(vastating blow. Although Germany would no longer
bfighting a war on two fronts, it was racing against
{me o mount a concentrated attack on the Western ;

e R ‘
"ot against Britain and France before the American

1100ps arrived.
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