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Check-mates, Circuits and Chart-Toppers

The past fortnight at WGSA has been packed

with activity, energy and more highlights than a

potato battery in STEM Club. Our Year 10s

have now wrapped up their mock exams,

showing real resilience, focus and only the

occasional “Wait… was that this week?”

moment. They approached the challenge with

determination and good humour, and their

teachers have been impressed by how

seriously they’ve taken this important

milestone. Year 8s also had their Parents’

Evening, filling the school with proud

conversations, bright plans and the classic

parental line: “They’re much quieter at home, I

promise.”

Enrichment has been buzzing with excitement,

especially after the launch of our shiny new

Chess Club, held every Thursday after school

in the library. It’s attracting everyone from

curious beginners to students ready to make

some pawn‑derful moves. You might be

dreaming of becoming the next Magnus

Carlsen, or perhaps Magnus… Whoever… as

long as you’ve got a decent endgame in mind,

there’s a board waiting for you. And if you’re

aiming to pull off grandmaster‑level plays or

simply trying to remember exactly how the

knight moves, you’ll fit right in for a truly

rook‑solid fun. With the club growing rapidly,

it’s safe to say chess has really taken over

WGSA… one square at a time. And if that’s

not enough entertainment, Open Mic

enrichment continues to take centre stage.

With singers, musicians and performers

stepping up each week, it’s become our

number‑one hit... the kind of club that really

strikes a chord with students. You could even

say it’s hitting all the right notes.

Our Duke of Edinburgh group have been

getting expedition‑ready by practising how to

correctly pack their rucksacks. Students have

been cramming in tents, waterproofs, stoves,

snacks and what feels like the entire contents

of a small outdoor shop. They’re learning key

skills like teamwork, organisation and trying not

to fall over backwards under the weight. 

STEM Club has been sparking excitement and

the occasional small explosion, firing

high‑pressure rockets skyward and building

lemon‑powered and potato‑powered circuits

to light bulbs. These students are really

current‑ly excelling and proving once again that

science at WGSA is never boring, especially

when fruit and veg are involved. 

A group of Year 9 girls also represented

WGSA brilliantly at an Inspire+ Boccia Festival.

They showed superb sportsmanship, strategy

and teamwork, demonstrating precision and

patience throughout the day. Their enthusiasm

and determination made them stand out, and

they were a credit to the academy from the

first throw to the final score. On the court, in

the field or on the stage, our students continue

to impress us with their talent and positivity.
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A word from...

Aaliyah, Y10

I signed up for Duke of

Edinburgh because I wanted a

challenge and something that

would push me out of my

comfort zone. I’d heard from

older students that it’s tough

but really rewarding, and I l iked

the idea of doing something

that would help me build

confidence and independence.

Recently we’ve been learning

how to pack our rucksacks

properly, which is harder than

it sounds. Everything has to fit,

and you have to actually be able

to carry it!

I ’m really looking forward to

the expedition in the summer. I

know the walking and navigating

will be difficult, but I think the

sense of achievement at the

end will make it worth it. DofE

is already helping me build skil ls

l ike teamwork and taking

responsibility, and I know it’l l

be great for my college

applications too. I’m really glad I

signed up and we haven’t even

left the school field yet!
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