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Energy, Engineering and Explosive Experiments

The sunshine has finally arrived, and with it a

welcome boost of energy across the school,

especially in our outdoor enrichment

programme. Students have been making the

most of the brighter conditions, with American

Football stepping things up a level as they

practice more advanced and trick plays, putting

their skills into action in competitive matches.

Over on the greens, our golfers have seen a

real upswing in performance, with calmer

weather helping students refine their accuracy

and confidence - proof that practice (and a bit

of sunshine) really does pay off. Cross country

runners have been clocking up the miles, while

KS3 football and Junior Lionesses have

continued to show great teamwork,

determination and plenty of goal‑scoring

enthusiasm.

Our Duke of Edinburgh students have been

preparing for their upcoming expedition by

learning essential first aid skills, building

confidence in how to respond to situations

they may face outdoors. From bandaging to

basic response techniques, they’re getting

expedition‑ready, one skill at a time.

Meanwhile, GCSE exams have now been

underway for a few weeks, and we’d like to

recognise the continued focus, resilience and

hard work shown by our students during this

important period. Keep going, you’re doing

brilliantly.

Students also had the opportunity to learn

about life beyond school with a RAF assembly,

which explored careers in the armed forces

and gave a fascinating insight into the

opportunities available. It certainly gave plenty

of food for thought and may even have

sparked a few future flight plans.

In Science Club, things have once again been

bubbling, as students created mini rockets using

old camera film canisters, bicarbonate of soda

and vinegar. The results were explosive in the

best possible way, with launches that really

took learning to new heights. Adding a creative

twist, Art Club has recently collaborated with

Science Club, capturing striking, artistic

photographs of dissections including lungs,

hearts and eyeballs. The results are both

impressive and intriguing... but a small

squeamish warning to parents: some of the

images included in this newsletter may not be

for the faint‑hearted!

Finally, our Year 10 Engineering students have

been hard at work completing their final

practice sessions before beginning their official

coursework projects after the summer

holidays. Students have been developing their

practical skills on the lathe and milling machines,

refining their precision through filing, and even

trying their hand at welding. It’s been fantastic

to see their confidence grow as they prepare

to take on this next challenge.
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A word from...

Alissa, Year 11

GCSEs can be very stressful for

Year 11s, and lots of students do

end up struggling at times, both

with the pressure and mentally

overall. However, the teachers

really help to reduce this stress by

making sure we have the best

lessons, revision support and

guidance. They also take the time

to have motivational

conversations, which makes a big

difference and helps us feel more

supported during such an

important time.

It’s also been encouraging to see

how students are supporting each

other, whether that’s revising

together or just helping someone

stay positive on a difficult day.

Even though it can feel

overwhelming at times, there’s a

strong sense that we’re all in it

together, which makes the whole

experience a bit more

manageable.
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